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Sprint in Olomouc - 
Anne Margrethe Hausken – 
another gold medal in her 
wonderful season

Khramov calls the tune and 
takes sprint gold

WOC News No. 9
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Helena Jansson  - one of 2 bronze medals for Sweden Daniel Hubmann - another silver to his name - but so close to gold!
Martin Johansson – bronze in sprint , just as last year Minna Kauppi again in the medals - this time silver in the sprint
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Dana Brožková (CZE)
What are your immediate feelings now, after the finish?
Well, definitely I feel fine, I’m content; it seems that I can even win the 
heat. It was a great juxtaposition with the best competitors...
 
So you coped well with the race as a whole? I mean technical aspects, 
tactics, and so on...
I think I did, without stress. Well, I’ve chosen a bit longer route on left to 
the first control, but I believe it didn’t matter too much, I believe it will be 
OK...

Do you intend to change your tactics in some way now? Were you saving 
part of your energy for the afternoon finals?
No, you know, I cannot run like at ‘half speed’. I think that two sprint races 
in a day can be managed with in this way, at full speed.

Minna Kauppi (FIN)
Minna, how has your qualification 
race been today?
Oh yes, it has been OK. It was quite 
easy. It was not so hard. It was like 
running from one tree to another. It 
was OK. The course required me to 
run fast and to slow down a bit in the 
technical part. It has been a good race 
for me today. 

What are you going to change or 
what tactics are you going to use for 
the afternoon finals?
Oh, I do not know about the tactics 
but I want to run my best in the final. 

For Martin Johans-
son qualification race was 
not very successful and he 
finished five seconds above 
last qualifying position, 
which anyway moved him on 
towards bronze result.

Martin, what has your race 
been like today? Did you have 
any problems or was it OK? 
Oh, I had some problems in 
the beginning; I had some 
problems with the route-
choices. I lost some time in 
the beginning but I did not 
know why. After that I was 
running OK. It was not easy 
to get to the final but I am 
there.

Words from finish line ... in Prostějov
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On track to the final
Being a seasoned track runner as well 
as an orienteer appears to be a big 
help in sprint competitions - at least for 
 Alexander Lubina GER, winner of one of 
the sprint qualification heats. Alexander 
has in fact competed at junior and sen-
ior level in international competition for 
some time, and all his best results are in 
sprint and relay races. 
He is actually the fastest runner in the 
orienteering elite, with personal bests of 
7’54’’ for 3000m / 13’38’’ for 5000m. Ath-
letics is his main sport, but is competing 
in WOC 2008 - he could not qualify for 
the olympics in Beijing because of injury 
problems for much of 2008. He was then 
19th in the final - the best result ever 
for Germany in the sprint. Last year he 
achieved to be German vice-champion 
on half-marathon and German champion 
on 10 km on street. 
Sunday’s result was the most notable of 
all, however, and we will be looking out 
for further advancement in Alexander’s 
sprint prowess in the future.

(with use of worldofo.com)
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How to lose time when you 
really shouldn’t …
One competitor in the sprint qualification 
stopped at the last control, thinking he 
was at the finish, until urged to get run-
ning again by his coach and nearby spec-
tators. 

Another missed punching altogether, and 
responded to spectators who shouted at 
him by running ever faster towards the 
finish! Eventually he realised that these 
were not shouts of encouragement, and 
made the long run back to record his 
punch.

It is reported that Mats Haldin was only 
drawn to the site of the last control by 
noticing Thierry Gueorgiou, who was run-
ning alongside him, turn aside. Mats then 
out-sprinted Thierry, who was taking 
a more relaxed approach to the proceed-
ings, into the finish.

Jumping up the ladder!
The Chinese women’s team has been 
learning how to climb ladders quickly, 
that is clear. From nearly nowhere, they 
achieved the impressive result of having 

all 3 participants qualified for the sprint 
final. We will be looking eagerly at how 
they progress in the middle and long dis-
tance formats. 

Unluckiest orienteer in the 
world?
After a relatively good performance in 
WOC in Ukraine last year, it was ‚back to 
normal‘ for Israel’s Pavel Gvozdev in the 
sprint qualification race. Just as happened 
to him three times  – yes, three times! – in 
WOC 2006 in Denmark, he finished 16th 
in his qualification heat and therefore 
missed out on a place in the final by one 
place and, on this occasion, by 4 seconds.

Pavel must be well in the running for the 
title ‚unluckiest orienteer in the world‘. We 
wish the 16th-place specialist better luck 
later in the week. Now we already know, 
that he really managed to qualify for long 
final. 

The extra man
Eagle eyes will have spotted that there 

were 46 runners in the men‘s 
sprint final, not the regula-
tion 45. This actually happens 
quite often, and is usually the 
result of a tie for 15th place in 
one of the qualification heats.

This time it was slightly dif-
ferent – three runners all with 
exactly the same time in 14th 
place in heat A. Vilius Aleliu-
nas LTU, Chris Forne NZL and 
Simon Uppill AUS all timed 
11.37. For the record, 2 fur-
ther competitors shared 17th 
position in this heat, and just 
1 second slower – Vincent 
Coupat FRA and Ivan Sirakov 
BUL both ran 11:38.

The wheel of fortune was turn-
ing rapidly here!
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Andrey Khramov 
Andrey, congratulations, you are the new 
World Champion in sprint. How do you 
feel?
Yes, great, everything is OK.

What has your final race been like today?
It was OK, but there was one small mis-
take of about twenty seconds. I had some 
problems with map-reading and I did not 
see the control point. It was worrying, but 
after that it was OK.

Minna Kauppi (FIN)
I think there’s no doubt you will have a medal. 
So how do you feel?
Oh, it is OK. It is great now. I trained 
hard this year, but nothing has gone as 
I planned. Now I think I am getting into 
good shape. I have felt it since my break-
fast today!J

And what was your final race like today? 
Yes, It was OK. I ran well in the beginning 
but in the end Anne Margrethe was faster 
than me. But it was a good race for me.

What was the main difference between your 
final and qualification races?
Well, both the races were physically de-

manding, especially in the morning, but 
I prefer races like this final one. 

Radka Brožková (CZE)
Hello Radka, what are your immediate fee-
lings now, after the finish?
Well, not very good. On the way to the first 
control, I mistook a house for the next one 
and then I had problems to tell myself to 
go on striving. Well, I don’t know, I cannot 
act on such feelings too much. But it was 
not very good as a whole, I missed some 
determination. I told myself that many 
competitors would lose time in those 
small loops in the Botanic Garden.

Can you compare the final course with that of 
the morning qualification?
It is something completely different, the 
final course was much more difficult. In 
the morning, the race was fast, while in 
the afternoon there were even two inter-
esting route-choice decisions and there 
were more details, maybe even too many. 
On the other hand it was not very hard...

What about the 
fans? Did they help you?
As it was my first appearance 
before the Czech fans, I had been a little 
afraid of it. It might have been better J

Can you forecast your result today?
Well, I can’t say, but it won’t be anything 
breathtaking...

Dana Brožková (CZE)
Hello Dana, the finals are over, how did it 
go?
I must say I made one slightly disadvanta-
geous route-choice and twice I stopped 
just before reaching the control. My per-
formance satisfied me, it was smooth and 
everything was going as it should...

You lost fifth place by less than a second, 
doesn’t it upset you?
No, that’s the sport J

What about the course for the women’s 

Words from finish line ... in Olomouc

photo: Tomáš Nečas
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final?
I liked it very much and especially it’s nice 
that it was here in the Czech Republic; the 
fans were great, I’d like to thank them...

How is your result important for you du-
ring the other World Champs competiti-
ons?
Both the qualification and the final 

races made me sure that my 
physical condition is OK, so also the 
long distance should suit me well. After 
all, it is the discipline for which I have 
trained more...

Jan Mrázek (CZE)
Hello Jan, may I ask what your immediate 
impressions are after the finish?
Well, it was very demanding physically, in 
the end I felt my strength was depleted, 
but fortunately, the fans were great, they 
helped me...

What about the heavy rain that started to 
fall?
I was not afraid of it – I knew it would 
rain...

Do you think that the competitors who 
started earlier might have had the advan-
tage of a dry ground?
I think not. If there is no really heavy rain, 
it will not be so slippery; but I didn’t like 
that headwind...

Tomáš Dlabaja (CZE)
Hello Tomáš, how did it go? What was 
your running like?
The running was quite OK. So, it rained in 
the beginning and the first two legs were 
like on the ice, I have probably lost a bit 
there. In the park it was quite fine, but 
then I made the mistake and all hopes 
were past. The course was a typical one 

for WOC or a World Cup...

How have you prepared for the other 
WOC competitions?
Of course, I will give full exertion to every 
race; in the middle distance, my chance is 
not so big, but there is a very good chance 
to win a medal in the relay event...

Emil Wingstedt’s TV torture
How on earth could I do that? This must 
have been Emil Wingstedt’s thought, per-
haps expressed not quite so politely, when 
he realised that he was disqualified for not 
punching at the second TV control. 

What was worse, the whole of Scandi-
navia will have been able to watch the 
‚sprint king‘ make one of the most ghastly 
mistakes of his orienteering life in full co-
lour digital detail, as the TV camera con-
centrated fully on the potential winner 

with the fantastic background of 
sprint wins.

For the record his finish time was 
14.00.1, which even allowing for pun-

ching time would have brought him 
the bronze medal.
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Guess a number …
How many spectators were there in the 
Olomouc main square and the streets 
around, to watch the Opening Ceremo-
ny and sprint final? Petr Klimpl, Vice-
chairman of the Organising Committee, 
guessed 4,500. What is your guess?

Martin Johansson  
– bronze again
Sprint bronze in 2007 and again in 2008 
– but oh!, what different circumstances.

Last year MJ suffered a collapse in the 
long distance final and thought for a while 
that that was the end of his WOC, but he 
roused himself enough to race well and 
get the bronze.

This year life was more straightforward 
– a sound qualification and then a fine 

run in the final.

Strong wind
In one moment, it looked, that entire 
arena, expensive technologies including, 
might be quite in a danger, after one of the 
storm waves was accompanied by very 
strong wind. Luckily, the intensive wind 
blasts were soon over and afterwards it 
was just enough, when some twenty vol-
unteers were appointed to hold the spon-
sors‘ panels at the finish corridor.

Is it medal fatigue?
It was very noticeable that the IOF gold, 
silver and bronze medals awarded at the 
sprint prize-giving ceremony on Sunday 
were prone to come way from their clasps. 
At least two were seen to fall to the ground 
during the presentation ceremony. 
Is this a medal-clasp connection specifi-
cation deficiency, or plain medal fatigue, 
we ask...
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Medalist from the first Czechoslovak WOC

The first WOC held in the territory of todays Czech Republic was 
way back in 1972 at Staré Splavy, and one member of the win-
ning women’s relay team in that year is attending WOC 2008 ac-
companying her husband. She is Liisa Veijalainen from Finland. 
In the classic race, at that time the only individual discipline at 
a World Championships, Liisa was 6th, 5.38 down on the winner 
Soralta Monspart from Hungary.

Sweden’s Wahlgren is Paralympic Champion

At the end of day 1 of the World Trail Orienteering Championships, the medallists in the Paralympic Class have been found. 
The new Paralympic Champion is Lennart Wahlgren Sweden, the only paralympic competitor to score the maximum 

19 points.  Silver medallist is the Croatian Zdenko Horjan with 18 points, and the bronze went to Dave Git-
tus, Great Britain, 16 points and a short time at the timed controls. The competition was held in 

a park surrounding Čechy pod Kosířem castle a few km from Olomouc on a pleasant if cool 
day. On Wednesday the second stage of the Open Class competition will take 

place, along with a paralympic national team competition.

Thierry to miss long
France’s Thierry Gueorgiou, middle 
distance phenomenon, will not be competing 
in the long distance competition at WOC this year. He 
will concentrate on his favourite discipline and the sprint, and 
then not least on the relay, where France has a team with a real chance 
of challenging the Russian dominance of the last two years. 
The French relay team – last year with François Gonon, on first leg, Dam-
ien Renard on second and Thierry Gueorgiou on last - was disappointed 
with 6th place after some good placings earlier.  Now, with the relay just 
the day after the long distance final, France wants to be as well prepared 
as possible – and nothing could be better than a fresh Thierry Gueorgiou 
on the last leg!

... and Emil too
Emil Wingstedt looks to be another star, who is hit by health pro-
blems, with flue to be reported, and on Monday evening, he decided 
not to run long. In the qualification race, Erik Öhlund took his start 
number.

The Orienteering History Exposition
The Centre for Orienteering History exposition gained more acceptance 
than the organisers themselves believed. After two days of its presen-
tation at the Neředín WOC centre, the exposition was moved to Enve-
lopa (see photo by Jan Žemlík). On Wednesday and Thursday it will be 
displayed in Prostějov, during IOF Congress session. Then the banners 
will be moved back to Envelopa and will be available for you there till 
Saturday.

Zsusza Fey, Romania  - 10 WOCs in a row

Her first WOC was in Germany in 1995, and she has competed for her 
country in every WOC since, that is 10 in all. Quite a record!
Zsusza now lives and works near Oslo and runs regularly with the likes 
of Marianne Andersen, but in the past funding in particular has often 
been hard. This year, Zsusza will run middle and long distance, hoping 
that a knee injured in a cycle accident last autumn will hold up and allow her to run to her normal high standard.


